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Aer hours and hours (and hours) of watching video recordings of interaction be-
tween children and parents, the signification of bodies still remains mysterious to
me in many ways. I continue to be amazed by how acts and movements simulta-
neously appear deeply familiar and “typical” on the one hand, open-ended in their
meaning and slippery when it comes to their specification on the other. e recog-
nition of certainmovements asmeaningful, and somehow structured, obviously re-
quires the intuitions of a “recognizer”. is holds not only for the participants in
the interaction, but also forme, the researcher. I have been thoroughly delighted for
having had the opportunity to experience first-hand how the study of visible action
also points inward, to my own ways of seeing such things in the mundane activities
of daily life— the world otherwise taken for granted— as well as transforming this
vision. Writing this thesis has been a wonderful challenge. I loved it!

I also got my first gray hairs while writing it.

�"�D�L�O�P�X�M�F�E�H�N�F�O�U�T

Jordan Zlatev, my supervisor, is always busy, but don’t be fooled! No matter how
busy he is, he has always been available for discussing issues and commenting on
dras—sometimes, when timehas been short, even in themiddle of the night! e
scope of Jordan’s academic knowledge is remarkably broad, and there is no aspect
of the nature of language and communication that escapes his interest — gesture
included. I have learned a tremendous amount of interesting things from him. He
has also introducedme to other, more concrete, aspects of the academic reality, such
as editing books, organizing conferences, starting organizations (SALC), andmuch
more. I am very grateful for all of these things. Jordan even helped carry heavy
furniture whenmy family and I moved to a new house. I think that speaks for itself
regarding the massive support I have received. I look forward to continue working
with Jordan!
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