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Levi and the Lottery 

 

 

It is as rational to accept the hypothesis that ticket i will not win 

 as it is to accept any statistical hypothesis that I can think of. 

Henry E. Kyburg1 

 

It is as rational to suspend judgement regarding the outcome of a fair lottery 

as it is to suspend judgement in any case I can think of. 

Isaac Levi2 

 

Erik J. Olsson 

 

Olsson, E. J. (2006). Levi and the Lottery. In Olsson, E. J. (Ed.) Knowledge and Inquiry: Essays 

on the Pragmatism of Isaac Levi (pp. 167-178). Cambridge University Press. 

 

Keywords: lottery paradox, induction, acceptance, knowledge, inconsistency, Kyburg, 

Bovens, Hawthorne, Wittgenstein, Peirce 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Consider a lottery of 1,000,000 tickets where there is one and only one winner and 

where one ticket is as likely as any other to be the winner. In this sort of scenario 

it is extremely improbable that any given ticket will win. The probability that a 

given ticket will lose is as high as that of any statistical hypothesis one can think 

of. If we are ever allowed to accept an hypothesis as true, then surely we are 








































