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Framing of Biodiversity in Swedish Environmental Policy  

Anna Tunlid 

Biodiversity has become a key issue in environmental policy, but despite the fact that the 
concept is widely used there is no common agreement on its definition. In this paper I will 
analyse how the framing of biodiversity has evolved in the context of Swedish environmental 
policy from the late 1980s until today. The paper’s point of departure is 
an acknowledgement that the framing of biodiversity is a dynamic process that builds upon 
former understandings of nature conservation as well as more recent articulated motives, 
values and knowledge. The aim of the paper is to explore which aspects of the concept have 
been selected and made salient in the framing process. I will also discuss how the framing of 
biodiversity has been linked to other frames, most notably “sustain- ability” and “climate 
change” in order to strengthen certain aspects, values and narratives about nature.  

 

 


