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and not being the son of a peasant, as has been claimed since Karel van Mander portrayed him 

like this in the seventeenth century. Also, and depending on at what age Bruegel the painter 

left home, and to what extent the son of the barber-surgeon could gain access to the building, 

the Markiezenhof may well have been where he came in touch with Renaissance culture. 

7. Conclusion 

Regardless of whether there was a link between Pieter Bruegel the painter and Pieter Bruegel 

the barber-surgeon, the latter provides an interesting example of a sixteenth-century retiree. 

He moved into Sint-Janshuis, an institution that provided the former employees of 

Markiezenhof with a safety net for old age. The analysis reveals that after its foundation in 

1530, the retirement home was unable to cope with rising costs of living after c. 1550, and the 

inmates could barely survive on the rather sparse single corrodies they were entitled to. When 

Bruegel entered Sint-Janshuis, he may have been aware of the financial problems. He claimed 

that he had to maintain his social status in Bergen op Zoom, and therefore invested in a 

double corrody: Bruegel demanded more from retirement and was willing and able to pay for 

this. In the sixteenth century other elderly followed suit: an increasing number of ageing 

individuals purchased corrodies, often even entering specialized retirement homes that 

allowed them to maintain their middle-class life style during old age.  
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