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Endorsements

• People’s Republic of China
• European Union
• World Commission on Environment 

and Development
• World Economic Forum
• IKEA, H&M, Renault, Danone, Philips, 

Google, Unilever, Sun, Nike, Intesa 
Sao Paolo, …



1. Materiality



Circular light signs

Accus



Becoming circular 1/3

• Translation work
– A simplified LCA calculated with the Ecolizer 

software is translated into comparative 
environmental advantages of different kinds of 
materials

– European Union recommendations for circular 
public procurement are translated into a sales 
strategy for public organization customers.



Becoming circular 2/3

• Enrollment work
– An older sign program using generic labels 

(Food, Driving school, Dentist) on glass 
support is enrolled as circular program.

– Existing signage solutions are enrolled as a 
circular value proposition for indoors 
wayfinding. 

– Sustainable Development Goals 9, 11 and 12 
are enrolled as outputs for Accus circular 
strategy



Becoming circular 3/3

• Creating new action nets
– The routinization of the use of recycled acrylic 

and recycled aluminum from sign producer 
Verbalux

– The delivery of new signs (linear and circular) 
by Verbalux in re-usable packages.

– The disassembling of signs that have been 
taken back, at Accus



Material circulation

Source: Accus



Material circulation



Bio / Industrial

Bio circles Industrial 
circles



Circular + Economy

Material
circles

Economic
circles



Energy Time Room

What about?



2. Activism







Two good reasons
• Safeguard access 

to strategic 
materials

• Cost control



Take-back systems



• Talk
– ”We know that 

linearity is 
wrong”.

• Actions (ex.)
– Leasing models
– Repair to 

prolong usage
– And take-back 

systems : In-
store collection 
of used clothes

Defensive reactions of
Swedish fashion firms



Qualifying take-back systems

• Responsible
• Amorous
• Convenient

• Circular
• Pedagogic
• Reticular: nods in a 

net of circular 
actions

The Breakup
Borsodi (2014) 
for H&M

http://www.belaborsodi.com/film/hm-brakeup


What take-back systems do

• Communicate to employees, customers, 
competitors, and other stakeholders that 
the fashion industry can actually be 
sustainable

• Initiate circular material flows
• Introduce new patterns of behavior, 

responsibility, commitment, 
obligation, and accountability



Defensive Institutional Work 

“The purposive action of individuals and 
organizations aimed at countering 
disruptive institutional work.” 
(Maguire and Hardy, 2009)



Commercial activism

Take-back systems: 
• Fait accompli provide a performative 

definition of circular economy
• Allow corporations to supplant 

authorities 
• Pre-empt policy 



3. Ethics



The landfill:
dissociation from waste



Yet: 
“We are our waste !” 

Johan Hultman

Dirty White Trash 
with gulls, 1998 
by Tim Noble and 
Sue Webster. 6 
months’ worth of 
rubbish, 2 
taxidermy 
seagulls, light 
projector 



Circular Economy as Responsibility

• Providing answers and accounts
• Environmental responsibility
• Trans-generational responsibility
• Material responsibility



Associations with waste



Respecting the planet’s boundaries



Is it worth the waste? 



4. The circle





The circle metaphor

• Something that is closed
• The symbol of perfection
• Metaphysics of totality
• Eternal return
• Mystical protection



Vandana 
Shiva
(2017)

The circular logic of Law of Return, mutuality, reciprocity and regeneration

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
cmsdata/115353/Speech%20Va
ndana%20Shiva_EN.docx



Källa: https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/danone
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/danone
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/google
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/google
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/h-m
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/h-m
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/nike
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/nike
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/philips
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/philips
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/renault
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/renault
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/sc-johnson
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/sc-johnson
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/solvay
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/solvay
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/unilever
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/unilever
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/core-philanthropic/sun
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/core-philanthropic/sun
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/intesa-san-paolo
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners/global/intesa-san-paolo




Source: https://www.vanndigit.com/top-10-worlds-largest-companies/



An incantation 

• A promise of endless material welfare 
within environmental boundaries

• But a material economy that ignores the 
material rationales of time, space, and 
energy

• Yet a growth model 
• An ideological defense of material-energy-

and-waste intensive business models



Thank you for your kind 
attention

herve.corvellec@ism.lu.se

mailto:herve.corvellec@ism.lu.se
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