
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change constitutes a serious threat to buildings, infrastructure, and ecosystems, and it is important 
that we contribute to reducing flood risks, protecting biodiversity and people, and providing outdoor 
recreation. This must be taken into consideration in planning, property development, and maintenance of 
existing structures, both green and grey. 

In this context, several disciplines have contributed to the advancement of knowledge such as 
environmental planning, landscape architecture, urban planning, urban ecology, hydrology, and law. 
However, the current lack of multidisciplinary communication and cooperation is one of the main 
challenges for effective storm water management and urban flood risk mitigation. 

The aim of the seminar is to bring people from different disciplines together to explore the knowledge gaps 
that exist between the disciplines and between academics and practitioners. The seminar is guided by the 
following overarching questions: i) What are the key challenges with regard to integrating considerations 
of blue-green infrastructure and ecosystem services in urban planning practices?  ii) What are the main 
legal and institutional barriers to promoting blue-green infrastructures for sustainable urban storm water 
management? iii) What approaches and tools are needed to facilitate creative and innovative thinking 
about blue-green infrastructure in urban planning? Who are the actors involved, and how do they operate 
in the governance of storm water management and flood risk mitigation?  

These questions will be addressed through reviewing, comparing and discussing national and 
international case studies and experiences that the participants will present in the seminar. 

Both students and researchers are welcome! 

Faculty of Landscape and Society 
- Department of Property and Law 
- Department of Urban and Regional Planning 

   

The collaboration between the two departments contributes to a shared vision and mutual understanding 
of the themes addressed by the international seminar. The two departments aim to develop an 
interdisciplinary network including LANDSAM and Norwegian and international experts on blue-green 
infrastructure and ecosystem services for stormwater management and flood risk mitigation. 
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Speakers 
Steinar Taubøll 

Lawyer, educated at the University of Oslo, Norway. His educational background also 
includes  geography, biology and spatial planning. He has long-term experience working 
for governmental environmental mapping services, and for the last 14 years he has been 
teaching law at master programmes for spatial planning and property handling.  

Main research interests:  the legal aspects of climate change adaptation and natural 
hazards. 

 

Blal Adem Esmail 

Researcher at the Department of Urban Planning and Environment of the KTH Royal 
Institute of Technology (Sweden). Formerly, Post-doc Research Fellow at the PLANES 
research group at the Department of Civil, Environmental and Mechanical Engineering of 
the University of Trento (Italy). PhD in Environmental Engineering from the University of 
Trento (2016) and MSc in Civil Engineering from the University of Trento (2009). Since 
2010 member of the Italian Board of Professional Engineers in Trento. 

Main research interests: ecosystem services, boundary work, and institutional capacity, 
applied to the urban water sector to promote sustainable watershed management and 
planning. 

 

 

Chiara Cortinovis 

Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre for Environmental and Climate Research (CEC) of Lund 
University (Sweden). Formerly Research Fellow of the PLANES research group and adjunct 
professor of Urban Planning at the University of Trento (Italy). PhD in Civil, Environmental 
and Mechanical Engineering from the University of Trento (2018) and MSc in Building 
Engineering/Architecture from the Polytechnic University of Milan (2011). Expert for the 
European Commission and consultant for public administrations.  

Main research interests: mapping and modelling of urban ecosystem services, nature-
based solutions, climate change adaptation, green infrastructure, urban planning and 
urban development. 

 

Mina Di Marino 

Associate Professor at the Department of Urban and Regional Planning.Formerly, Post-
Doctoral Research at Aalto University. Ph.D. in Urban, Regional and Environmental Planning 
(2010) and MSc in Architecture from the Polytechnic University of Milan (2001). She has 
conducted her research in Italy, Canada, Finland, and more recently, Norway. She has also 
worked as a practitioner for 12 years in architectural/planning firms. 

Main research interests: Green Infrastructure and Ecosystem Services in the context of 
urban growth and density. Multi-locality of Employment and Housing; and Increasing 
Digitalization in our cities. 
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Ingrid Merete Ødegård 

Associate Professor in Landscape Architecture at the Department of Landscape 
Architecture at NMBU. Leader of the Norwegian Landscape Laboratory at NMBU, which is 
an interdisciplinary arena for research and teaching on nature-based solutions as a 
response to climate changes. She has worked in the landscape architect profession for 13 
years and at the university for 15 years.   

Main research interests: Blue and green infrastructure, nature-based solutions, climate 
change adaption, and the use of stormwater as a resource.   

 

Anne-Karine Halvorsen Thoren  

Professor emerita at the Department of Landscape Architecture. PhD from the Agricultural 

University of Norway (1984), She has conducted research at the Department for various 
periods since 1978. During the period 1995- 1999, she was employed as a researcher at 
the Norwegian Institute of Urban and Regional Research NIBR, part-time employed as 
Research Secretary at the Swedish Building Research Council, Stockholm (1992-1993).  
Professional experience includes working for the Oslo municipality, the Ministry of 
Environment and at an architectural firm. 

Main research interest: Urban blue green structures, densificaftion, housing quality, public 
health. 

 

 

 

Lina Suleiman 

Researcher at the Department of Urban Planning and Environment, the KTH Royal Institute 
of Technology (Sweden). PhD degree (TeknDr.) in ‘Infrastructure, with specialisation in 
Planning and Implementation’ (2010). My research has focused on governance of municipal 
water supply for sustainable water services, public-private partnerships (PPP), building 
public institution capacity, and participatory planning processes coordinating diverse actors 
and interests, and the role of civil society in development and democracy.  

Main current research interests: integrated planning and governance of urban rainwater 
harvesting amenities as sociotechnical systems, commonly termed as sustainable drainage 
systems, for multiple social, economic and environmental functions and resilient 
communities. 

 

Marianne Karlsson  

Researcher at the Norwegian Institute for Water Research (NIVA). PhD in Climate change 
adaptation and international development from NMBU and MSc in Risk Analysis. My 
research focus on the governance of climate change adaptation, natural resources and 
stormwater management.  

 

 

 

 

For more information about the seminar, please contact mina.di.marino@nmbu.no; 
steinar.tauboll@nmbu.no, or synne.movik@nmbu.no. 
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 Programme at NMBU, 14.11.2019 

 Lunch for invited guests 11.30 (Tivoli, 1. etg Ruth Haug room) 

 Seminar, Tivoli, 3. etg Thor Larsen Loftet , 12.30 – 16.30  

12.30 Opening and introduction to the seminar Synne Movik 

12.40 National policies and legal framework for climate change 
adaptation in Norway. Steinar Taubøll, NMBU 

Q & A 

13.05 Green infrastructures and ecosystem services. Knowledge gap 
between academics and practitioners, and planning policies and 
practices in the Finnish and Norwegian context. Mina Di Marino, NMBU 

Q & A 

 

  

 13.30 Mainstreaming Sustainable Rainwater Systems: A systematic 
review of empirical evidences from a planning perspective. Blal Adem 
Esmail, KTH University 

Q & A 

13.55 Developing and optimizing nature-based solution scenarios to 
address climate change in southern Swedish cities. Chiara Cortinovis 
Lund University 

14. 25 Coffee break 

 14. 35 Catchment-based planning to solve flooding and stormwater. 
Why and how? Knowledge gaps and the need for multidisciplinarity”. 
Anne-Karine Halvorsen Thoren, NMBU  

Q & A 

15.00 Urban rainwater harvesting (URH) from niche to mainstream: 
Challenges and opportunities for planning in Stockholm. Lina 
Suleiman, KTH University. 

Q & A 
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15.25 Stormwater management in nature-based solutions with the 
Norwegian Landscape Laboratory at NMBU as an interdisciplinary.  
Ingrid Merete Ødegård, NMBU 

Q & A 

15.50 Stormwater governance in Oslo: transforming to new water 
ways? Marianne Karlsson NIVA 

16. 10 Roundtable discussion 

16.30 End  


